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Dear RCS Family,           October 2019 

 

The RCS student Mustangs galloped into the new year with gusto! Our distinguished principals 

reported a wonderful start to the year. They sensed the ordered rhythms falling into place by the 

second week of school. Thank you, Lord. Starting the school year is a critically important time 

for students, staff, and parents. As a parent, I wanted to learn as much as possible about my 

daughter’s new subjects, teachers, and friends. My routine query, “How was your day?” 

languished with lackluster responses. I connected the dots. Ask a dull question, get a 

predictable answer. Pose a quality question and springboard your kids toward better answers. 

 

The graphic at right, 5 things to ask your kids 

instead of “How was School?” offer winning 

questions. Consider using one question each 

weekday to pry open a conversation. Naturally, 

our kid’s communication preferences require 

personalized approaches. My daughters did not 

equally respond in degree or detail to an 

identical prompt. It is unreasonable to expect 

them too. Like me, some kids were never wired 

for conscious streaming. Avoid conversational 

inertia. Quiz them with a clever and  

tailored-made question. Access a bigger 

question bank, 45 more queries, by clicking here. 

 

Our kids represent incredible gifts from the Lord. 

Psalm 127 wonderfully captures the sentiment, 

“Don’t you see that children are God’s best gift? 

The fruit of the womb his generous legacy? 

Like a warrior’s fistful of arrows are the children of a vigorous youth.”  

 

As parents, one of our chief aims on earth is getting the arrow(s) pointed in right direction.  

Dt. 6:6-9. I encourage parents to leverage the value-added resources available at Rainier 

Christian. A resource found under For Parents on the website addresses timely topics across 

school-life stages. The updated link features two new categories: Fowler’s Stages of Faith, and 

the prickly topic of de-conversion. Many of the handpicked resources contain instantly usable 

ideas. Recently, I was asked if I could only give one piece of advice to parents, what would it 

be? The question felt like a trap. Nevertheless, my answer was, “Be intentional.”  K-12 life 

accelerates faster than the birth-to-five years. Some days drag on, but know the years zoom by. 

Be intentional. 

 
 

https://herviewfromhome.com/50-questions-to-ask-your-kids-instead-of-asking-how-was-your-day/
https://www.rainierchristian.org/Parent%20Helps%202.1.pdf
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I’m intentionally switching gears to a relevant topic for today, school safety. Safety is not only a 

top priority, but a leadership habit. All campus leaders recently updated their annual safety 

plans. Since September 4, our administrative team tested an emergency-communication 

protocol twice. Additional rehearsals planned throughout the year ensure our internal 

communication remains responsive. For parents, the quickest and reliable channel for accurate 

information is Flash Alert, a free-subscription service. 

 

Flash Alert is Rainier Christian’s primary 

communication channel for emergencies, 

school closures, and delays. Currently, our 

records indicate 259 subscribers receive 

Flash Alert messages. Timely communication 

requires cooperation. If you have not created 

or updated a Flash Alert account, do so 

today! Click here to get started, 

https://www.flashalert.net/signup/. 

 
 
 

Once your account is created, the Notes inside the following graphic explain how to confirm a 

subscription. Please help us reach our goal of 100% participation. Ensure your subscription is 

activated for Rainier Christian School District and your child’s campus. At a minimum, the        

My Subscriptions tab will show (2) entries. If you have any questions about setting up a Flash 

Alert account, contact your school’s front office. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: Choose Rainier Christian Sch. Dist. AND child’s campus. 

On the next screen, click Subscribe for every selection. Lastly, 

check My Subscriptions tab to verify all selections.

https://www.flashalert.net/signup/
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Another Round of Fantastic News: Booster Club Golf Tournament  
 
A round of applause is due to our Golf Tournament Sponsor, Oak Harbor Freight Lines, and 

Contest Sponsors, Bowen Scarff Ford of Kent, Generational Hope Church of Hobart, and  

Kriss Chiropractic of Maple Valley. Our sponsors and golfers drove one in for the record 

books. According to parent alumni, Joe Pratt, September’s tournament set participation and 

revenue records with 71 golfers and $7800!   

 

 
 

 

 

Please join me in thanking Joe Pratt, golf tournament organizer, Renee Bruce, parent-

volunteer extraordinaire, Jennifer Jordan, powerhouse-procurement specialist, and               

Tim Bryant, Athletic Director, for making the event wildly successful. Chloe Conrod, RCHS 

junior, and a volleyball captain, prepared a thank you message for the golfers. 

 
“…without a doubt, I absolutely adore my teammates. They are determined, 
they are talented, they have incredible sportsmanship, and most importantly, 
they play for God. That to us is the most important thing in not just volleyball, 
but in all of our sports teams. For it says in Philippians 4:13, “For I can do 
everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” And all of our athletes, 
(especially the girls in our volleyball team), are the definition of humble and 
have so much positive energy even after we’ve lost a game. Our coaches are 
so uplifting and supportive of all of our different sports teams, and they always 

try their hardest to help make us and even themselves improve. Not just as a team, but as a 
family and as spiritual leaders. It’s amazing to think that as my high school years go by, I am not 
only watching my teammates improve in the way they play, but I am also watching them grow 
more into their faith and use their gifts and talents given by God. And, without any of you being 
here today and supporting our high school, we wouldn’t be able to use those gifts and do 
something that we enjoy and are passionate about.  
 So again, thank you so much for your support, your generosity, your kind-heartedness, 

and your faith in us as a high school and as a family.”  
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Ms. Conrod’s thank-you note illustrates how our mission and vision statements blossom for 

athletics, and the aim for classrooms and extracurricular activities. The Board of Directors’ 

wholehearted commitment to the mission and vision remains steadfast. As an 

example, during last month’s general meeting, they introduced new board 

member, Mark Hargrove. Mr. Hargrove’s experience as a former WA state 

representative and member of the education committee strengthens the 

Board’s hand to manage complex topics. Please join me in welcoming Mr. 

Hargrove to RCS! 

 

In closing, the Board and I would appreciate prayer. We yield to the shining 

promise of Rom. 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  Specifically, pray 

for God’s favor with the Dept. of Education, King County, and eventual buyer of the 35-acre 

parcel. The outcome carries significant financial implications for our planned Multipurpose Event 

Center. Thank you for remembering us before the Lord. 
 
 

                                Multipurpose Event Center at the Kent View/LPPC campus 
 

My best, 

 
 
Bruce Kelly 
President, Rainier Christian Schools 


